Wikipedia Style Research Article
Blog Assignment Instructions (version 1.2)
Background
Using the knolt.com research article blogging tool, create a Wikipedia-style, informative article highlighting one current research topic (as assigned by your instructor).  Knolt.com is a tool that aims to increase “knowledge transfer” – instead of your research paper just going to your instructor, anyone on the Web can view and benefit from the work and research you do (and you can benefit from their research too).  You can also showcase the work you did with your research article on your e-Portfolio (see zenportfolios.com for free e-portfolio tool) helping to build a positive online reputation.
This tool uses WordPress as the back-end blogging tool, one of the most popular and powerful blogging tools.  A side benefit of this research article assignment is that you also learn WordPress basics (good to add this to your resume in the software, technology or special skills section).

Topic selection
The first consideration is to pick a good topic.  Try to pick a topic that is of interest to you.  You should also aim for a topic that has not already been extensively covered on the Web.  Try doing a Google Search and if there are already lots of articles on your exact topic, it’s best to select a different one, at least find a unique aspect of the topic.  Likewise, if there is absolutely no information on the Web on your desired topic, you may also want to adjust it slightly so you have some sources to leverage (unless you are able to get your content exclusively from primary research sources).  
Where possible, try to pick a topic that is localized (e.g. instead of an article about project management careers, focus your topic on project management careers in British Columbia).  This will benefit you the most and will also add to the knowledge base on the Web by providing, high quality, localized research articles.  If you are doing a team project, try to pick a topic that you are both interested in and that can help out with building a good knowledge base for your team project topic (e.g. if your team will be doing a focus group for your team project, a topic related to focus groups would be a good individual research article topic).
Audience

You should write your article so that it is easy to understand for the “average” reader.  Try to use clear, easy to understand language, avoid verbose language.
Signing up at Knolt.com & Registering your Research Article
To sign up, just go to the sign up page (knolt.com/wp-signup.php) and follow the sign up instructions.
If you have used another Zen blog service (e.g. zenprojectsites.com, zenportfolios.com, etc.), you can use your same login and password when setting up your research blog and save having to go through the email confirmation process that a new user would have to do.
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 The title of your research blog should be descriptive of your research article topic.
References & Hyperlinks
One of the most powerful parts of the Web is its hyperlink ability.  You should make sure that your research article blog contains lots of good hyperlinks to high quality, related content sources so that the reader can learn more about your selected topic if desired or they can see the source for other articles or statistics that you quote in your research article.

It is excellent to leverage other people’s work so you are not “reinventing the wheel”... but it is critical that you reference work done by others and not pass it off as your own.   This includes when you use someone’s idea, their wording, their statistics, etc.
Here is a link to an article describing how to properly cite Web sources using the popular MLA approach.
Here is a link to the Wikipedia article with an overview of MLA citations and some examples of how to reference popular sources (e.g. books, articles, Internet resources, personal interviews, etc.).
Pictures, Images and Other Multimedia

It’s often true that “a picture is worth a 1000 words” so a good research article blog should leverage pictures, graphs, charts and other multimedia (i.e. video, audio files, etc.) where applicable.  There is a lot of excellent content -- images, sounds, movies, etc. – that have a Creative Commons license (i.e. that you are able to use with attribution and with some restrictions).   A good place to start searching is the Creative Commons search page located at: http://search.creativecommons.org/.  Be sure you don’t use any images or pictures that you are not licensed to use.
Structure

In terms of article length, there is some flexibility but try to make it so that the average reader can read through it in 5-10 minutes (aim for approximately 750-1250 words... it’s about quality, not quantity).  To give you an idea of length, these assignment instructions are approximately 1500 words.
You should divide your content in logical sections.  To do this, you can create a new blog post for each major section (each post will act like a header).  You can change the order of your posts by changing the post dates / times.  
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Your first posting should be an Overview post.  You should set this one up so that it is “sticky” (i.e. it will always remain at the top of your research blog).  To make your post “sticky”, while in the posts area (click on add or edit post from the post tab to get to the posts screen) go to “Visibility” in the Publish sidebar on the right hand side of your dashboard.  Here you should click the “[ ] Stick this post to the front page” option and then click on the OK button and then the blue “Publish” button.
Within your Overview post, you should include your research blog title, your name, a link to the assignment instructions, a link to your course website (if applicable) and course name, and your educational institution and educational institution program that you are taking (if applicable).

For example:

This research blog entitled “Project Manager Salaries in British Columbia” is by Joe Lunchpale (http://zenportfolios.com/joelunchpale) who is a student at Capilano University (www.capilanou.ca) in the School of Business BBA program (http://www.capilanou.ca/programs/business.html).  The assignment was done for BADM 318 Fall 2009, Introduction to Project Management (course site: http://zencoursesites.com/cap-bmkt-360-81-fall-2009/). Here is a link to the assignment instructions: http://www.zenassignments.com/research-article-blog.

Alternatively, you could set up your hyperlinks so they are active but not displayed as follows:

This research blog entitled “Project Manager Salaries in British Columbia” is by Joe Lunchpale who is a student at Capilano University in the School of Business BBA program.  The assignment was done for BADM 318 Fall 2009, Introduction to Project Management. Here is a link to the assignment instructions:.

This latter approach is preferable since it appears cleaner and still provides the functional links.
Here are some student samples.  Note: They were developed with a different tool (Google’s Knol service) but the basic structure and approach is the similar (you will just use the WordPress blogging tool for your research article).
Project Management in the Automotive Sector by Michael Slade

(http://knol.google.com/k/michael-slade/project-management-in-the-automotive/22994imvu6pa3/2#)

Make Money Trading Forex by Sam Lavorata

(http://knol.google.com/k/sam/make-money-trading-forex/3gjiwpov2xd5b/2#)
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All work submitted to the knolt.com service must be licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 3.0  License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/).  This means that others are free to share (i.e. copy, distribute and share the work) and to remix (to adapt the work) as long as they provide attribution.  They must attribute the work in the manner specified by the author or licensor (but not in any way that suggests that they endorse you or your use of the work).  This is the same license used for articles and other content on Wikipedia.com.  By writing a high quality research article, and having others attribute your article, you can further promote your online reputation and traffic to your e-Portfolio (also, if you decide to try to monetize your research article via Google AdSense, this copyright licensing approach will encourage more visits to your site and possible clicks on your revenue sharing ads).
Alternative Submission with Different Copyright Licensing

If you do not wish to cover your work with this Creative Commons license than you could alternatively create your research article blog using the free WordPress.com service and then publish with whatever copyright license you choose.  In this case, you should make arrangements with your instructor for submitting your assignment (it should never impact your grade if you choose to submit your research article blog using a different copyright license).
Grading Criteria
Your instructor will provide you with grading criteria for this assignment.

* OPTIONAL STEPS *

Submitting to Wikipedia (Note: this in an optional step)
As an additional learning experience, you could submit your research article content to Wikipedia.com and help contribute to this amazing, growing body of knowledge.  Here is a link to the instructions for submitting to Wikipedia.com.

Promoting Your Work (Note: this in an optional step)
Search engine optimization: 
See if you can use search engine optimization to get your article ranked highly with Google.  Do a Google search on “search engine optimization tips” or “SEO” to find articles on the Web showing you how to do this.  
Here is a link to a posting on how to submit to the major search engines (Google and Bing).

Monetizing your research blog:

You can also ad in Google’s AdSense (i.e. Google’s text ads) to your article.  You need to first go to Google.com and sign up for Google AdSense if you don’t already have an account (just takes a few minutes to sign up).  From your research blog’s dashboard, you can add a text widget and then paste your Google AdSense code in.  Google will then shortly start presenting text ads that relate to your content.  Whenever someone clicks on one of these ads, you will get a percentage of the amount the advertiser paid for the advertisement.  Although you may not earn very much from this, if you have a really high quality, focused, article, you may find that over time, you can earn some significant money from this.
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